KEY COUNTRY CONTEXT STATISTICS

Source: Country context data was obtained from a
variety of sources: (CIA, 2008; SADC, 2007; UNAIDS,
2008; UNDP, 2008; UNESCO Institute for Statistics,
2006).




POLICY CONTEXT

y ghecs e i The Tertiary Education Policy of 2008 outlines a series of policy recommendations

for HE in the country. Amongst others, this policy seeks to support the creation of
a single, integrated and differentiated tertiary education system.The 9" National
Development Plan (2003-2009) notes a proposed increase in expenditure on
secondary and tertiary education and plans to open a second public university.
The Annual Poverty Report (2007) makes reference to the role of HE in expanding

NATIONAL LEVEL OVERVIEW

Primary education in Botswana lasts for seven years,
leading to the Primary School Leaving Certificate (PSLE).
Primary school begins at age six. Secondary education
lasts for five years, and is divided into two cycles: a three-
year cycle leading to the Junior Certificate Examination
(JCE) and a two-year cycle preparing pupils for the
Botswana General Certificate of Secondary Education.
The Cambridge Overseas School Certificate at this level
is being phased out, but both give access to higher
education (International Association of Universities [IAU]
World Higher Education Database, 2003). Higher
Education (HE) is provided by 27 tertiary institutions
within the country.

TYPE OF HIGHER NUMBER OF

EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
INSTITUTION

Publicly funded universities 1
Publicly funded HE institutions 21
and colleges

Privately funded HE institutions 5
TOTAL 27

Source: Botswana TEC questionnaire and interview
response

employment opportunities (MRCI Report).

HIGHER EDUCATION
LEGISLATION

Tertiary Education Act (TEA)
of 1999

Tertiary Education White
Paper ‘Towards a Knowledge
Society, 2008’

LIST OF STATUTORY
BODIES IN THE
HIGHER EDUCATION
SECTOR

Tertiary Education Council
(TEC)

Botswana Training Authority
(BOTA)

FUNDING DATA

Public Expenditure on Education as a %
of Gross National Income (GNI)

% Education budget allocated to higher

education

Loan/Grant scheme in place

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Defines tertiary education as all
post-secondary school education and training.
Act defines organisation of tertiary education
in the country.

Objective of the policy is to achieve a gross
tertiary enrolment rate of 17% by 2016 and
25% by 2026.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

This council, created as an Act of parliament, is
responsible for registration of HE institutions,
accreditation of courses, quality assurance of
programmes of learning, planning and
research, advisor to government, policy
initiation, human resources planning and
development and budgeting and funding for
public tertiary institutions.

Authority’s overall task is to monitor and
regulate Vocational Education and Training
(VET) within Botswana.

3.3%

12.5% (2005/06)

Yes

Source: SARUA (2008) - ‘Towards a Common Future: Higher Education in

the SADC Region’

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

KEY INDICATORS

R&D Intensity [The ratio of Gross

INDICATORS FOR BOTSWANA
0.43% (2005)

expenditure on R&D (GERD) to Gross

Domestic Product (GDP)]
ISI Output (Number of papers

published in the 7500+ journals of

the ISI Web of Science)

1990-1995: 280
1996-2001:648
2002-2007:948

Source: SARUA (2008) — CREST report

LIST OF PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN BOTSWANA

UNIVERSITIES IN BOTSWANA

University of Botswana

WEBSITE

www.ub.bw

www.sarua.org 15



BOTSWANA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND

TECHNOLOGY

THIS EXCITING new institution is currently under
construction on a 2 500-hectare site in the rolling hills of
Palapye some 270 km north of Gaborone.The express
intention is to establish a state-of-the-art centre of
excellence that is committed to to serve as a catalyst for
economic transformation and that attracts some of the
world’s brightest young minds.

The doors of the Botswana International University of
Science and Technology (BIUST) will accept its first cohort of
students in March 2011. Its main aim will be to produce
well-rounded graduates fully equipped with work, interpersonal,
management and entrepreneurial skills. To achieve this,
BIUST will include in all science, engineering and technology
curricula business management components for both
undergraduate and graduate students. The emphasis will fall
heavily on research in a wide range of anticipated academic
programmes.

In the engineering faculty, for example, programmes and
research opportunities will be offered in biomedical
engineering, energy systems, mechatronics, and sustainable

No Contact Details

and renewable energy engineering. In the science faculty,
there will be everything from agriculture to earth and
environmental sciences, ecotourism, and land and water
resource science. In the business management faculty, MBA
and other programmes will be tailored for dual degree
combinations in ecotourism and environmental management,
innovation and enterprise, mining economics, and sustainable
resource management. Areas of wide interest to the developing
and developed worlds will be at the fingertips of research
staff and students alike.

BIUST, which is being established by the Botswana
government, aims to become a centre of excellence and
innovation in the SADC region.The institution will ultimately
accommodate 6 000 students from undergraduate to
doctoral levels. Key components of the BIUST strategy
include partnerships with leading international universities
as well as carefully selected local, regional and international
private-sector organisations involved in science, engineering
and technology — and in the management of these
specialities.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCES®

The University of Botswana offers both contact and distance education. In 2005-6, it had 15,710 students, with 12,602 studying full-time Most of the
students (14,942) are national citizens with 136 students being from SADC countries and 632 students from other international, non-SADC countries.

TABLE 1 UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2005-6)

Source: University of Botswana questionnaire response

TABLE 2 UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2005-6)

Source: University of Botswana questionnaire response
Contact Details: URL: http://www.ub.bw, Postal Address: Private Bag UB 0022, Gaborone, Botswana, Telephone: (+267) 355-0000
5 For details of the origins of the University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland, see the entry for the www.sarua.org 17

National University of Lesotho, on page 16.
¢ All data presented in this section is headcount data.






