THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL record suggests that the area now known as the
DRC was populated at least 10 000 years ago, and probably earlier, by
stone-age pygmy groupings who were forced into the remoter forest
areas with the steady incursion of Bantu speakers from present-day
Nigeria. By the 7" century AD, these iron-age Bantu communities were
well established across large parts of the heavily wooded Congo basin
that in turn is dominated by one of the world’s longest and most
inaccessible rivers.

The first significant polity to arise in the western coastal regions of
central Africa was the Kingdom of Kongo,” which existed from the 14t
to the early 18" centuries. Only towards the end of the 19t century
did European imperialists make serious incursions into the hitherto
impenetrable interior. The aggressive journeys of British explorer Henry
Morton Stanley in the 1870s and 1880s marked the start of over a
century of instability and brutality in the Congo region.

King Leopold Il of Belgium had sponsored some of Stanley’s latter

explorations. At the Berlin Conference in 1885 (where the colonial powers

arbitrarily divided Africa between them) the king formally acquired the
entire Congo territory. Leopold, however, had been exploiting the so-
called Congo Free State since the late 1870s.The extraction of rubber
from the colony caused particular hardship:a common practice was the
amputation of limbs as the penalty for failure to achieve the rubber
collecting quotas. By the time the Congo Free State was disbanded in
1908, it is estimated that around 10 million indigenous people had died

as a direct consequence of exploitation, starvation and disease. Under the

administration of the Belgium Congo, conditions improved, but Belgium
proved to be a weak and neglectful colonial power, a reality that finally
found a bloody consequence in the independence upheavals of 1960.

Spurred by the nationalism sweeping West Africa at the time, the
Congolese joined the clamour for independence from colonial rule.
Rioting and unrest persuaded the Belgians to grant independence on
30 June 1960 and then to leave the vast country to its own devices.
Chaos ensued.The first Soviet-leaning prime minister was murdered, to
be replaced by a pro-Western politician; the copper-rich Katanga
province attempted to secede; European colonists were hunted down
and murdered; and finally it took tens of thousands of troops from the
United Nations, and from Belgium, Britain and America, to restore a
semblance of control.

But unrest continued to plague the country until in 1965 the
commander in chief of the national army, Mobutu Sese Seko, seized
control, renamed the country Zaire, and declared himself president for
five years. In fact, he remained in power until 1997, but under increasing
pressure from his own people.In 1991, for example, thousands of unpaid
soldiers looted the capital city, Kinshasa.

The realities of the Rwandan genocide of 1994 did not take long to
spill over into eastern Zaire, giving rise to a final alignment of forces into
those for and those against the Mobutu dictatorship. Rwanda and
Uganda were heavily involved. When the anti-Mobutu forces advanced
upon Kinshasa, the president sued for peace, failed, and hurriedly left the
country. In spite of a name change (the DRC since 1997) and several
changes in leadership, and numerous truces and the intervention of
peacekeepers, the chaos in large parts of the country continues. It is
against this tumultuous background that the progress of tertiary
education, which only began in 1954 in the DRC, must be viewed.

”The Kingdom of Kongo is briefly described in the entry on Angola, see page 3.
18

KEY COUNTRY CONTEXT STATISTICS

Population:

GDP:

Human Development
Index (HDI):
Unemployment levels:
Key economic sectors:

Principal Exports:

HIV and Aids prevalence:
Gross Primary Enrolment
Ratio:

Gross Secondary
Enrolment Ratio:

Gross Tertiary Enrolment
Ratio:

61.532 million (2006 est.)
USS$300 (2007 est.) per capita

0.411

NA

Agriculture and Forestry,
Services, Mining,
Manufacturing
Diamonds, Crude Oil,
Cobalt, Copper.

4.2% (2003 ext.)

61 (2002)
22 (2002)

1(1999)

Source: Country context data was obtained from a
variety of sources: (CIA, 2008; SADC, 2008; UNAIDS,
2008; UNDP, 2008; UNESCO Institute for Statistics,

2006)



Katianal doy; 30 Juns

NATIONAL LEVEL OVERVIEW

Schooling in the DRC runs over 12 years. Primary
education is compulsory and lasts for six years (learners
aged 6-12), leading to the Certificat d’Etudes primaires
(CEP).This allows access to secondary education
(International Association of Universities [IAU] World
Higher Education Database, 2005; World Bank Ed Stats,
2007). Secondary education (in either general or technical
education) lasts for five to six years (depending on the
cycle). The long cycle (general and technical education)
lasts for six years from the age of 12 and only students who
have passed the end of primary education may enrol.
Those who complete the long cycle in a technical field
and pass the Diplome d’Etat are eligible for admission to
higher education. The short cycle (technical/vocational
training) lasts for up to five years in areas such as trade
and crafts at the end of which a‘Brevet’is awarded
(International Association of Universities [IAU] World
Higher Education Database, 2005; World Bank Ed Stats,
2007).

There are 5 publicly funded universities in the DRC.
TYPE OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION
Publicly funded universities
Publicly funded polytechnics or specialised colleges
Privately funded, accredited universities or colleges
Other Institutions

TOTAL

Source: DRC MoHE questionnaire response

POLICY CONTEXT

The education system in the DRC is governed by the law 25/95 of 17 November
1995 amending the School Act No.008/90 of September 6 1990 and on the
reorganisation of the education system.This law stipulates the right to education
ensuring equal access to education and vocational training. Public education

is free. Basic education is compulsory.The right to establish private schools is
subject to the approval of the State (Ministere de I'enseignement Primaire et
Secondaire Charge de I'Alphabetisation, 2002).

Pacte de Modernisation de 'Enseignement Supérieur et Universitaire (PADEM) is

the Ministry of Higher Education and Universities' reform agenda that started in

2003.The objectives of PADEM are to:

1. Reform and modernise the system of higher university and education;

2. Upgrade professional and teaching careers; and

3. Make the university a true centre of excellence (Table Ronde de I'Education
en République Démocratique du Congo, 2004)

HIGHER EDUCATION LEGISLATION

No information available

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

LIST OF STATUTORY BODIES IN
THE HIGHER EDUCATION SECTOR

No information available

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

FUNDING DATA

Public Expenditure on Education as a % of 4.6%
Gross National Income (GNI)

% Education budget allocated to higher No data
education

Loan/Grant scheme in place No data

Source: SARUA (2008) - ‘Towards a Common Future: Higher Education in
the SADC Region’

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
KEY INDICATORS

R&D Intensity [The ratio of Gross
expenditure on R&D (GERD) to Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)]

ISI Output (Number of papers published
in the 7500+ journals of the ISI Web of
Science)

INDICATORS FOR THE DRC
0.4% (2004)

1990-1995: 264
1996-2001:173
2002-2007:242

Source: SARUA (2008) — CREST report
LIST OF PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO
UNIVERSITIES IN DRC
National Pedagogy University

WEBSITE

No website found
University of Goma www.unigom.fr.nf
University of Kinshasa www.unikin.cd
University of Kisangani No website found

University of Lubumbashi www.unilu.ac.cd

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS
5
147
227
2
381
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NATIONAL PEDAGOGY UNIVERSITY

THIS UNIVERSITY is a new addition to the Democratic
Republic of Congo’s list of tertiary educational institutions. It
was established in Kinshasa in February 2005 in accordance
with the commitments of the now defunct National
Pedagogy Institute. The new National Pedagogy University
(NPU) also inherited its financial and property holdings from
the earlier organisation.

The mission assigned to the NPU by the national DRC
government can be summarised in three key objectives that
cover the basic functions of a university: namely teaching,
research and outreach.

+ To provide specialised training for teachers and trainers
in the country’s many pedagogical and technical
institutes, including the NPU itself. In this regard, it
should encourage the birth of new ideas and the
development of professional skills, so as to enhance the
nobleness of the pedagogical profession as well as the
dignity of all practitioners.

+ To plan the basic and applied scientific research that
will impact on pedagogical issues that are specific to

the DRC, while at the same time taking into account
the evolution of science, methods and technologies at
the international level.

» To make the outcomes of NPU research accessible to
the public by publishing and distributing information,
particularly in textbook format that would be useful for
teaching at the secondary and professional levels.

The NPU offers a range of specialist areas of study
through its various faculties. At the heart of the institution
lies the specialist teacher and training activities. A School of
Practical Training provides special sections for pre-school
education, as well as for primary and secondary education.
The main faculties cover the sciences, humanities, economics,
the social and political sciences, agronomy and veterinary
medicine. A variety of diplomas and degrees, as well as
postgraduate degrees, are offered at the NPU; and UNESCO
has funded a chair that specialises in the sciences of
education and the didactics of evaluation.

Contact Details: E-mail: upn@yahoo.fr, Physical Address: Corner Matidi Road and Avenue of Libcration, Quartier Biza, NPU,
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8815, Kinshasa, DRC, Telephone: 015131815




FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE?®

University of Goma is a contact institution. In 2007, the university had 4,522 contact students enrolled, of whom 20 were students from other
international, non-SADC countries.

TABLE 1 UNIVERSITY OF GOMA: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: University of Goma questionnaire response

TABLE 2 UNIVERSITY OF GOMA: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: University of Goma questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: www.unigom.fr.nf, Physical Address: Route Sake n°4, Commune de Goma, Goma, Postal Address: P.O. Box 03, Gisenyi
(Rwanda), Telephone: Not available

8 For more detail on the early history of the development of universities in the DRC see the entry for the University of Kinshasa on page 11.

° All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE™

The University of Kinshasa is a contact education institution. In 2006-7, it had 26,186 students. Most of the students (26,121) are DRC citizens with 65
students being from international, non-SADC countries.

TABLE 1 UNIVERSITY OF KINSHASA: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2006/7)

Source: University of Kinshasa questionnaire response

TABLE 2 UNIVERSITY OF KINSHASA: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: University of Kinshasa questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: www.unikin.cd, Physical Address: Not available, Telephone: Not available

© All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE"?

All students at the University of Kisangani are full-time, contact students, and all 6,058 students enrolled at the university are DRC nationals.

TABLE 1 UNIVERSITY OF KISANGANI: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2006/7)
DATE NOT SPECIFIED)'

Source: University of Kisangani questionnaire response

TABLE 2 UNIVERSITY OF KISANGANI: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: University of Kisangani questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: No website found, Physical Address: Not available, Telephone: Not available

" For more detail on the early history of the three main universities in the DRC see the entry for the University of Kinshasa on page 11.
2 Times Higher Education, 16 June 2000
3 All data presented in this section is headcount data. WWwWw.sarua.org 23
' Note that totals for student numbers do not tally. Verification was sought from the university, but not received at the time of
writing this profile.




FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE'S

The University of Lubumbashi is a contact institution. In 2007 the university had a total enrolment of 20,898 students. The majority of students are
DRC nationals (99.9%) with ten SADC nationals and ten students from other international, non-SADC, countries.

TABLE 1 UNIVERSITY OF LUBUMBASHI: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)"

Source: University of Lubumbashi questionnaire response

TABLE 2 UNIVERSITY OF LUBUMBASHI: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: University of Lubumbashi questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: www.unilu.ac.cd, Physical Address: Not available, Telephone: Not available
'S For more detail on this process see the entry for the University of Kinshasa on page 11.
6 All data presented in this section is headcount data.

24 7 Total numbers of students by faculty do not tally accurately in all instances.
'® These numbers are for the first and second cycle.









