KEY COUNTRY CONTEXT STATISTICS

Source: Country context data was obtained from a
variety of sources: (CIA, 2008; SADC; UNAIDS, 2008;
UNDP; UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2006).




NATIONAL LEVEL OVERVIEW

The Ministry of Education and Training is responsible for
the management, provision and regulation of education
and training in Lesotho.The education sector consists of
four years of pre-primary education (non-compulsory),
seven years of primary education, five years of secondary
education and three to six years of tertiary education.
Post-secondary education has two main strands: higher
education and technical and vocational education and
training. The National University of Lesotho (NUL) is the
only university, although there are close to 20 other
tertiary-level public institutions and 15 private tertiary
institutions (Ntimo-Makara, 2003).

Source: Lesotho MoE questionnaire response

POLICY CONTEXT

The more global policy principle of the MoET, guided by the MDGs and EFA, is
that basic education is an integral part of social and economic development and
that it is a fundamental human right. It is also seen as an essential pre-condition
for mid-level employment and secondary and post-secondary education and
training, which is expected to lead to practical skills and knowledge.The SADC
Protocol on Education and Training has explicitly influenced national HE policy
and practice in that students from SADC countries are treated like home students
in terms of paying fees. Science and technology has officially been identified as a
priority area for HE, according to the MoET.The value of HE is noted in both the
National Indicative Plan and Country Strategy Paper (2008-2013) as well as the
Poverty Reduction Strategy (2005) (MCRI Report).
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE™

The National University of Lesotho (NUL) is a predominantly contact university with the majority of students being enrolled in undergraduate
programmes.

TABLE 1 NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF LESOTHO: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (2006/2007)

Source: Data provided per email by NUL

Of the 6724 undergraduate students registered in 2006/07 3477 (52%) were female and 3247 (48%) were male.

NUL reported in its Draft Strategic Plan 2007-2012 that in 2006/2007 there were 374 academic staff (162 female and 212 male) and 308 non-academic
staff (157 female and 151 male) at the University (National University of Lesotho, 2007).

Contact Details: URL: http://www/nul.ls, Postal Address: PO Roma 180, Maseru, 100, Telephone: (+266) 22 340 0601

' All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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