IN THE Middle Ages, a significant Bantu civilisation arose in the
Zimbabwe region.The powerful Shona state was trading locally extracted
gold and ivory with the Arab traders of the African east coast. Great
Zimbabwe, built throughout the 11t to the 15" centuries, is the Shona
legacy, and at its height this empire extended for several hundreds of
kilometres around their stone-built headquarters. By the 17t century,
however, the empire had declined. It was brought to near collapse by the
destruction of the east coast trade and a series of military attacks by early
Portuguese settlers in Mozambique.

Then the Ndebele people arrived, fleeing from Zulu expansionism in
the 1830s, and settled in Matebeleland. A few years later, the Shona were
conquered by the new arrivals, and the Shona retreated to the northern
parts of the country. This was the situation when Cecil Rhodes’ British
South Africa Company and the first Rhodesian settlers arrived.

As Africa moved inexorably towards independence after World War I,
solutions were sought in Rhodesia that would accommodate the fears
and aspirations of white settlers. The ill-fated Central African Federation
that amalgamated Southern Rhodesia with Northern Rhodesia and
Nyasaland was formed. After its dissolution®, and after full independence
had been granted to the Federation’s last two components as Zambia
and Malawi, the white minority government of Southern Rhodesia in
1965 made a unilateral declaration of independence and plunged the
Southern African region into 15 years of obdurate resistance and conflict.

For several years Britain tried to negotiate with the illegal Rhodesian
regime whose response was to declare itself a republic in 1970, a move
that was recognised only by South Africa. As time passed, fighting in
Rhodesia’s bush war intensified, resulting in the deaths of tens of
thousands and the displacement of almost one million Zimbabwean and
Mozambican people. It was a war that the Rhodesian republic could not
win. By 1978, with his regime close to economic collapse, Smith had been
obliged to sign an accord with three ‘moderate’ African leaders who
offered safeguards for white civilians. After another year of wrangling, the
country went to the polls in the free elections of February 1980.Robert
Mugabe and his Shona-based ZANU (Zimbabwe African National Union)
won a resounding victory.

In the years that followed, Mugabe purged his cabinet of Ndebele
members, an action that caused fierce fighting in the Ndebele-speaking
region. Meanwhile in Harare, Mugabe consolidated his power by
establishing what was - to all intents and purposes — a one-party state
that he ruled for nearly 30 years until a protracted and widely disputed
election in 2008 led to the formation of the current ‘Government of
National Unity"

A generally declining economy was accelerated in 2000 when the
government’s notorious land reform programme ousted hundreds of
white farmers. In spite of the differing arguments that still rage around
this programme, it is agreed that the country experienced a sharp decline
in agricultural exports and an increasingly severe shortage of hard
currency.

The country is now in severe political, economic and social crisis. Life
expectancy for males has declined from 60 in 1990 to 37,among the
lowest in the world. The figure for females is even lower. Services have
collapsed; health problems abound; and the country, once described as
‘Africa’s breadbasket; is on the verge of famine.

Independent Zimbabwe placed a high national priority on education,
the effects of which are still visible today. Despite its current political and
economic woes, Zimbabwe still has a literacy rate of 90 percent, placing it
among the most literate countries in the world; and the number of public
universities in the country is second only to South Africa in the SADC
region.

% For more detail on the Federation see the entry for Zambia on page 76.
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KEY COUNTRY CONTEXT STATISTICS

Population:

GDP:

Human Development
Index (HDI):
Unemployment levels:
Key economic sectors:

Principal Exports:

HIV and Aids prevalence:
Gross Primary Enrolment
Ratio:

Gross Secondary
Enrolment Ratio:

Gross Tertiary Enrolment
Ratio:

12.233 million (2006)
US$453 (2006) per capita

0.513

80% (2005 est.)
Agriculture, Mining,
Tourism

Tobacco, Gold,
Ferro-alloys, Cotton
15.34% (2007 estimate)

101 (2006)
40 (2006)

4 (2002)

Source: Country context data was obtained from a
variety of sources: (CIA, 2008; SADC, 2008; UNAIDS,
2008; UNDP, 2008; UNESCO Institute for Statistics,

2006)



NATIONAL LEVEL OVERVIEW

Zimbabwe’s education system is organised in a 7-4-2
pattern of primary, lower secondary, and upper secondary
education. Secondary school consists of Form One to
Form Six, with Form Five students studying eight subjects,
at the end of which they take the Cambridge School
Certificate (CSC). From Form Five to six, they study three
subjects, at the end of which they sit the Cambridge
Higher School Certificate (HSC) examinations or take the
CGE A’ Level Certificate (National Council for Higher
Education Harare, 2001). Once they have attained their
CGE'O’ or ‘A’ levels, students can train towards a diploma
in teaching, agriculture, nursing, and several technical
courses.On achieving good ‘A’ level passes, they can enrol
at a university for an undergraduate degree (National
Council for Higher Education Harare, 2001). The main
institutions offering higher education are universities, and
technical and teacher training colleges (Mtetwa, Tambo, &
Chavunduka, 2006).

There are nine publicly funded higher education
institutions in Zimbabwe.

POLICY CONTEXT

In 2004 the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture (MOESC) and the Ministry
of Higher and Tertiary Education adopted the National Action Plan: Education for
All-towards 2015 (NAP), which incorporated Zimbabwe’s commitment to the
Millennium Development Goals for education. The NAP aims to increase enrolment
and improve the quality of all levels of education (SARUA 2008 — MRCl report).

The Zimbabwean Government has instituted a number of policy reforms in the
higher education sector since 2001, reflecting a shift in emphasis from increasing
access to education to improving the quality of education and training, due to
the competitive demands brought about by globalisation. The policy framework
is contained in the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education’s corporate plan for
2002-2004 (Government of Zimbabwe Ministries of Education, Culture, Higher
and Tertiary Education, 2004). In 2002, a new student financing policy was put in
place to broaden opportunities for tertiary education (Bloom, Canning, & Chan,
2006).

Source: SARUA (2008) - ‘Towards a Common Future: Higher Education in
the SADC Region’
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TYPE OF HIGHER
EDUCATION
INSTITUTION

Publicly funded universities

Publicly funded polytechnics or
specialised colleges

Privately funded, accredited
universities or colleges

Publicly funded colleges

Privately funded, accredited
teachers colleges

TOTAL

Source: Zimbabwe MoE questionnaire response

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
KEY INDICATORS

R&D Intensity [The ratio of Gross expenditure
on R&D (GERD) to Gross Domestic Product
(GDP)]

ISI Output (Number of papers published in the
7500+ journals of the ISI Web of Science)

Source: SARUA (2008) — CREST report

NUMBER OF
INSTITUTIONS

34

INDICATORS FOR

ZIMBABWE

Not available

1990-1995: 1458
1996-2001:1548
2002-2007: 1460

LIST OF PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN ZIMBABWE

UNIVERSITIES IN ZIMBABWE
Bindura University of Science Education
Chinhoyi University of Technology
Harare Institute of Technology

Lupane State University

Masvingo State University/Great Zimbabwe
University

Midlands State University
National University of Science and Technology

University of Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe Open University

WEBSITE
www.buse.ac.za
www.cut.ac.zw
No website found
No website found

No website found

www.msu.ac.zw
www.nust.ac.zw
www.uz.aC.zw

WWW.Zou.aC.zZw




FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE®’

All of the students at the Bindura University of Science Education (1,885) are full-time, contact students, who are national citizens. The university
reports, however, that registration was still incomplete when the figures below were compiled.

TABLE 1 BINDURA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE EDUCATION: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS
(ESTIMATE DATA, 2007)°8

Source: Bindura University of Science Education questionnaire response

TABLE 2 BINDURA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE EDUCATION: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF
(ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: Bindura University of Science Education questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: www.buse.ac.za, Physical Address: Not available, Telephone: Not available

7 All data presented in this section is headcount data.

% Student numbers do not tally correctly, verification has been sought. www.sarua.org 119




FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE"®®

All of the students at Chinhoyi University of Technology are contact students (2,807) the majority of whom are full-time students (2,291). All students,
except one, are Zimbabwean nationals, that student being from a non-SADC country.

TABLE 1 CHINHOYI UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS
(ACTUAL DATA, 2008)

Source: Chinhoyi University of Technology questionnaire response

TABLE 2 CHINHOYI UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF
(ACTUAL DATA, 2008)

Source: Chinhoyi University of Technology questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: www.cut.ac.zw, Physical Address: Off Harare Chirundu Highway, Postal Address: Private Bag 7724 Chinhoyi Zimbabwe,
Telephone: 263-67-22203-5

99 University World News Africa Edition, 22 January 2009.

100 All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE

TABLE 1 GREAT ZIMBABWE UNIVERSITY: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2009)

Source: Supplied by this university via email - May 2009

TABLE 2 GREAT ZIMBABWE UNIVERSITY: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2009)

Source: Supplied by this university via email - May 2009

Contact Details: URL: masu@comeone.co.zw, Postal Address: PO Box 1235, Masvingo, 2009, Telephone: +263 39 252100

www.sarua.org 121
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE"?

All 268 students at the Harare Institute of Technology are contact, full-time students who are Zimbabwean citizens. As the Harare Institute of
Technology is a newly-established degree awarding institute, there are few students currently enrolled at the university

TABLE 1 HARARE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2008)

Source: Harare Institute of Technology questionnaire response

TABLE 2 HARARE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2008)

Source: Harare Institute of Technology questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: No university website found, Physical Address: Ganges Road, Belvedere, Harare, Telephone: (+263) 474 1430

" From an article by Sifelani Tsiko, dated February 2007 and entitled ‘Science Park Construction in Zimbabwe as Science Flourishes’

retrieved from http://www.gibbsmagazine,com
192 All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE'™:

All students at Lupane State University are full-time, contact students, and there are no students from other SADC or international countries.

TABLE 1 LUPANE STATE UNIVERSITY: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2008)

Source: Lupane State University questionnaire response

TABLE 2 LUPANE STATE UNIVERSITY: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2008)

Source: Lupane State University questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: No university website found, Physical Address: Not available, Telephone: Not available

193 All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE"®
All students at Midlands State University (10,387) are contact students, of whom 5,498 are full-time students and 4,889 part-time students. The

majority (10,353) are national citizens, and the remainder (34) are students from the SADC region.There are no international students outside of the
SADC countries (Actual data, 2007).

TABLE 1 MIDLANDS STATE UNIVERSITY: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: Midlands State University questionnaire response

TABLE 2 MIDLANDS STATE UNIVERSITY: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: Midlands State University questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: www.msu.ac.zw, Postal Address: Private Bag 9055 Gweru Zimbabwe, Telephone: (+263-054) 260331/7

194 See National University of Science and Technology entry on page 87.
195 All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE'S

All students at the National University of Science and Technology are contact students,and most (85%) are full-time.The majority of students (4,763)
are national citizens, while 16 are international students from within the SADC region and two are from outside of the SADC region.

TABLE 1 NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS
(ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: National University of Science and Technology questionnaire response

TABLE 2 NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF
(ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: National University of Science and Technology questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: www.nust.ac.zw, Physical Address: Not available, Telephone: Not available

196 All data presented in this section is headcount data.

197 Short-term courses are not part of the main National University of Science and Technology programmes and are run by a continuing education unit and
so are not included in Total Student Numbers.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE'®

All 12,568 students at the University of Zimbabwe are contact students, with 87% of them being full-time. AImost all students (12,466) are
Zimbabwean nationals, with 63 students from SADC countries and 39 from other international, non-SADC countries.

TABLE 1 UNIVERSITY OF ZIMBABWE: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: University of Zimbabwe questionnaire response

According to its website, the university employs a total staff complement of almost 3,000. This comprises lecturing and non-lecturing staff but
excludes part-time staff.

Contact Details: URL: http://www.uz.ac.zw, Postal Address: P O Box MP167, Mt Pleasant, Harare, Zimbabwe, Telephone: (+263 43) 03 211
198 All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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FACTS AND FIGURES AT A GLANCE'®

Zimbabwe Open University provides distance education to students. In 2007, the university had a total enrolment of 19,676 students of whom the
majority were Zimbabwean nationals, with seven SADC nationals and two students from other international, non-SADC countries.

TABLE 1 ZIMBABWE OPEN UNIVERSITY: SUMMARY OF ENROLMENT NUMBERS (ACTUAL DATA, 2007)

Source: Zimbabwe Open University questionnaire response

TABLE 2 ZIMBABWE OPEN UNIVERSITY: ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH STAFF (ACTUAL DATA, 2008)

Source: Zimbabwe Open University questionnaire response

Contact Details: URL: http://www.zou.ac.zw, Postal Address: P.O Box MP 1119, Mount Plesant, Harare, Zimbabwe, Telephone: (+263 4) 793 003/8/9

199 All data presented in this section is headcount data.
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